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Shortly before the 4th August, 1892, the day when Parlia-
ment was to meet, Mr. Charles Darling, Q,.C., M.P., was
sitting in a club in Pall Mall, and was introduced to Edward
Carson, Q,.C. (Ireland), M.P., the new Irish Solicitor-
General. Darling had followed closely Carson's exploits in
the Irish Courts, and his satirical mind had been much
amused by the trenchant humour which often was found in
the reports of Carson's arguments.
" I suppose you've come over to practise here, and take
the bread out of our mouths ? " said the English Q,.C.
" No," said the Irish Q,.C., who knew absolutely nothing
of the mode of life of the English Bar, " but I dare say I'll
have a desk in the library."
Darling was at first puzzled, but, on learning from Carson
the manner of practice in Dublin, explained to him that
every English barrister must join with two or three colleagues
in a set of chambers, sharing the rent and the services of a
clerk with the others, the latter fixing and taking a per-
centage on the fees and keeping the books. Carson looked
very discouraged. " It'll be no use my taking chambers
here," he said. " I'll be no one, and nobody'll know me."
Darling took his hand eagerly. ec Look here, Carson," he
said, " you mustn't think we haven't heard a lot about you
over here. Arthur Balfour thinks the world of you. You let
me paint your name outside my chambers, and you'll have
five times my practice in a year."
Carson smiled. " I know I won't," he said, " but I'll bet
you a shilling."
Darling had been greatly captivated by that smile of
Carson's, and, with the half-assent that was implied in
Carson's bet, he went off to the Temple and gave orders that
the name E. H. Carson, without the initials " Q^.C./'
because Carson was rated as a junior at the English Bar, was
to be painted over the door of his chambers in No. 3 Dr.
Johnson's Buildings under that of his own. If Darling had
not taken this into his own hands, Carson might never have
come to the English Bar, so diffident was he concerning the
chances of success for an Irishman at the English Bar : he
was the first Irish tXC. to dare the change. Irish advocates